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Application Phases
Pre-K & Elementary School

HOW IT WORKS

Elementary School Application Process



GoCPS is the platform that allows families to apply to every CPS-managed school and 
program using one site, one application and one deadline.
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Between October 12th and December 11th, families can apply to: 

• All District High Schools
• All Charter High Schools
• All Cluster High School 

Programs

• All District Elementary Schools

Charter elementary schools will continue to 
manage their own process.

• Three Magnet Pre-K Programs

Chicago Early Learning, the city of Chicago’s 
preschool application site, manages all other 

Pre-K programs.

High School Elementary School Pre-K
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The application process is divided into five phases. 

Learn
about all our 

application processes

Research
our schools and get 

detailed information on 
programs

Explore
which programs are the 
best fit for your student

Apply
to programs and 

receive school offers

Selection
issues results for the 
schools/programs to 

which you applied



CPS Magnet Preschool Programs
● Families can apply to three preschools using GoCPS:

○ Drummond
○ Inter-American
○ Suder

● The application process for all other preschools is managed 
by the city of Chicago through the Chicago Early Learning 
process.

● Students are selected based on a computerized lottery.

● Submit applications the year before your child enrolls. 
(submit now for enrollment in fall 2021).
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GoCPS

Elementary School 

Options



8

Neighborhood Schools and Beyond

Your Neighborhood School Schools Outside your Neighborhood

● Every street address in the city of 
Chicago is assigned one attendance area 
(or “neighborhood”) elementary school.

● In most cases, your child can attend your
designated neighborhood school without
having to submit an application.

● For information on enrolling your child 
in your neighborhood school, contact 
the school directly.

● To find your neighborhood school, visit 
the CPS School Locator at 
cps.edu/map.

• For any other school, you will have to 
submit an application if you want your 
child to be considered for enrollment.

• You are not restricted to schools that 
are close to your home; there are a 
wide variety of academic options 
throughout the city.

• Applications are submitted the year 
before your child will enroll – if your 
child will enroll in fall 2021, you will 
submit your application in fall 2020.
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The application 
process is 
different 
depending on 
the type of 
school you are 
applying to.

Note: The selection process for 
students applying for the entry-
level grades at magnet schools and 
Selective Enrollment schools takes 
into account the socio-economic 
tier in which the student lives.

Learn Choice Schools

● Magnet Schools
● Magnet Cluster Schools
● Open Enrollment Schools

Students can apply to up to 20 Choice 
schools. Seats are filled by computerized 
lotteries.

Selective Enrollment Schools

● Academic Centers (7-8 grade only)
● Classical Schools/Regional Gifted 

Centers
● Regional Gifted Centers for 

English Learners (ELs)

Students can apply to up to 6 Academic 
Centers, up to 6 Classical Schools/Regional
Gifted Centers, and up to 3 Regional Gifted 
Centers for ELs. Seats are filled based on a 
testing process.

Charter Schools

● CPS elementary schools that are 
run independently by charter 
school organizations.

Applications are managed directly by each 
charter school. Students are selected based 
on computerized lotteries run by the 
charter schools.
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Magnet Schools Magnet Cluster Schools Open Enrollment Schools

• Specialize in one subject 
area, such as fine arts, world 
language, or technology

• Specialize in one subject area, 
such as fine arts, world 
language, or technology

• Do not specialize in one 
subject area

• Do not have a neighborhood 
attendance boundary, in most 
cases

• Provide transportation to 
students who live between 
1.5 and 6 miles, in most 
cases

• Have a neighborhood 
attendance boundary and 
accommodate 
neighborhood students 
first. 

• Out-of-attendance area 
students must apply.

• Do not provide transportation.

• Have a neighborhood 
attendance boundary and 
accommodate neighborhood 
students first. 

• Out-of-attendance area 
students must apply.

• Do not provide transportation.

Choice Schools
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Academic Centers Classical Schools Regional Gifted 
Centers

Regional Gifted 
Centers for ELs

● Housed in high 
schools

● Allow students to 
take high school 
classes in English, 
social studies, 
science, 
mathematics, world 
language, and music 
or art.

● Serves grades 7-8 
only.

● Provide an 
accelerated program 
in literature, 
mathematics, 
language arts, world 
language, and the 
humanities. 

● Provide an 
accelerated 
instructional 
program that places 
an emphasis on 
thinking, reasoning, 
problem solving and 
creativity. 

● Designed to meet the 
needs of high-ability 
students whose 
primary language is 
Polish or Spanish. 

Selective Enrollment Schools
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Academic Centers Classical Schools Regional Gifted Centers Regional Gifted Centers 
for ELs

● At or above the 45th 
percentile in both NWEA 
MAP reading and math

● Admissions exam

● At or above the 60th 
percentile in both NWEA 
MAP reading and math

● Admissions exam

● At or above the 60th 
percentile in both NWEA 
MAP reading and math

● Admissions exam

● No lower than a B on their 
grades in reading and math 
from the previous school 
year

● Selected based on points 
system comprised of:

○ grades from 
previous school 
year

○ NWEA MAP scores
○ admissions exam

● Selected based on scores 
from admissions exam

● Selected based on scores 
from admissions exam

● Selected based on scores 
from admissions exam

● Students with an IEP: At or above the 50% in one NWEA MAP subject (reading or math) and at or above 40% in the other subject.

Selective Enrollment Schools
Eligibility Requirements/ Selection Process

All age-appropriate students applying to grades K-4 can be tested. Students applying to grades 5-8 
must pre-qualify based on the eligibility requirements outlined below.
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Tips Before 
Applying

● Sibling preference is available at magnet, magnet cluster and open 
enrollment schools. If you are interested in these schools, you must 
submit an application.

● If your child is enrolled in a preschool program and you are interested 
in attending that school, you must submit an application for that 
school unless the school is Drummond, Inter-American or Suder.

● Rank your Selective Enrollment schools in the order of your 
preference. Choice Schools are not ranked.

● If you plan to enroll your child at the designated neighborhood 
school, for your home address, you must still live at that address 
when your child enrolls in the school and provide valid proof of 
residency.

● If you change your address after the application deadline, and your 
child accepts an offer where your address was a selection factor, you 
will be required to provide proof of both the address on the 
application, and the new address, at the time of your registration.
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GoCPS

Submitting an 

Elementary School 

Application
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Student Dashboard
The first step in creating an online GoCPS account is to request a CPS ID number. Visit go.cps.edu and click 

‘Elementary School’ and ‘CPS ID Request Form.’ You will receive the ID number by U.S. mail within two weeks. Once 
you have your child’s ID number, visit go.cps.edu, click ‘Sign Up,’ and create your account.

The process of submitting applications begins on the Student Dashboard screen, 
where you will see all the students connected to the account.
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Home Tab

If you have multiple students in your account, select the
one you want to start an application for.• Click 

‘Create 
2021-2022 
Application’ 
to start the 
application. 
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Student Information Next, you will be asked to verify information about the student, 
answer questions about their primary language

and indicate if they have an IEP or 504 Plan.

After you have 
completed the 
information on 
this screen, click 
‘Next.’  
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Choose 

Preferred 

Schools

This screen is where you will 
view the schools to which 
your child is eligible
to apply, and begin selecting 
the schools of your choice.
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Select Schools
Select the schools of your choice by clicking

the circle next to the school name.

• Check mark 
denotes that 
the program 
was selected. 
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Select Schools

A counter will keep track of the number of schools you have selected.
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Ranking Selective Enrollment Programs

On this screen, you will rank all your Selective Enrollment schools in order of your 
preference. (Note that Choice Schools are not ranked in any kind of order.)

After you have ranked 
all the schools you 
would like to apply to, 
click ‘Next.’ 
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Complete Application
After schools have been selected, you will

provide additional information.

If you have a child 
currently enrolled 
at a school you’re 
applying for, or if 
you are employed 
at a Chicago public 
school and you are 
applying your child 
for the entry-level 
grade, you must 
provide sibling or 
employee 
information on this 
screen.
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Complete Application

The primary parent/guardian will sign the application. 

After the 
application 
has been 
signed, click 
‘Next.’ 
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Confirm Application Next, you will be shown a summary of all the
application information you have submitted. 
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Confirm Application
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Confirm Application

After you confirm that all 
information is correct, click 
Submit. 
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Submit Application

You will be asked to confirm this information
one last time before you submit it.

Click ‘Submit’ to 
complete this second 
confirmation. 
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Schedule Events

If you have applied for Selective Enrollment Schools, you will be 
prompted to schedule your child’s admissions exam(s).

Click ‘OK’ to 
schedule the 
Selective 
Enrollment 
admissions 
exam(s) for 
your child.
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Schedule Events

Any programs that require an admissions exam will be shown
with a green RSVP button next to it.

Click ‘RSVP’ to choose dates for 
these events. 
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Schedule Events

Select the date that works best for your family. 
Click ‘Submit’ to 
confirm your 
choice. 
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Application Complete
Your application is now complete. If you want to make changes to your school 

choices, you can do so until December 11, 2020. If you want to re-rank your 
choices, you can do so until February 1, 2021, by calling the Office of Access and 

Enrollment at 773-553-2060 from a telephone number on your account.
If you want to 
change or 
update 
information on 
your application, 
click this button 
to make changes 
until December 
11, 2020. 
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HOW IT WORKS

QUESTIONS

OFFICE OF ACCESS AND ENROLLMENT

GOCPS@CPS.EDU773-553-2060


